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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

to be held on Saturday 18 February 2012 

A ll members and delegates of affiliated organisations are invited to 
attend the 37th Annual General Meeting of The Ramblers, Wiltshire & 

Swindon Area, to be held at: 

The Village Hall, Holt, BA14 6RW 

(opposite The Courts, National Trust) 

(OS Explorer Map 173, Grid Ref. ST862618) 

starting at 10am 

How to get there – please see back page. 

Programme 

09.30 Coffee available 

10.00 Business meeting – see agenda below 

10.45 Break 

11.30 Speaker – John Farrow, on The Canals of Wiltshire 

12.15 Lunch break 

13.00 Depart for walk 

There will be a circular walk of 5 miles which will take in Broughton 
Gifford, Great Chalfield and Little Chalfield.  Participants should bring a 
picnic lunch which can be eaten in the hall. 

Agenda 

1. Welcome by chairman. 
2. Apologies for absence. 
3. Approval of minutes of AGM held on 12th February 2010. 
4. Adoption of Annual Report and Accounts for year ended 

30th September 2011. 
5. Questions to and additional comments from area officers. 
6. Election of officers and individual members of the 

area committee. 
7. Appointment of independent examiner. 
8. Proposed motions to put to General Council.  Motions for 

discussion should be sent to the area secretary one week 
before the meeting. 

9. Appointment of delegates to General Council. 
10. Any other business. 
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Election of Officers 

The following people have indicated their willingness to stand 
for election: 

Chairman: Pat Crabb 
Secretary: Karen Scriven 
Treasurer: Malcolm Walsh 
Footpath Secretary: Alan Roberts 
Membership secretary David Trease 
Countryside Secretary Angela Womersley 

Alternative nominations for the above posts may be made at 
the meeting. 

There are vacancies for:- Access Officer and Newsletter Editor 

Job descriptions for the above posts can be found at: 
ramblers.org.uk/volunteer 

Area Chairman’s Report 

D uring the area committee meeting following the last AGM, we 
co-opted Karen Scriven as area secretary, much to my relief.  

She has fitted in well, proved herself capable and is willing to stand 
for election at the AGM.  The next task is to find a new area 
chairman as I should like to stand down.  Any offers?  Contact me at 
pcrabb19@btinternet.com or phone 01793 740450. 

When central office first stopped supplying area and group officers 
with circulars by post to inform them of current activities, many of us 
were horrified that we needed to go to the central website to find the 

“The Canals of Wiltshire” 

W hen the area committee was planning the AGM, we were 
looking for a topic to interest walkers and came up with the 

idea of canals because they provide the opportunities for interesting 
walks alongside them.  The Kennet & Avon Canal is already 
restored and usable; restoration of the Wilts & Berks Canal is still a 
‘work in progress’.  We couldn’t decide which topic to choose.  The 
dilemma was overcome by finding John Farrow who has good 
knowledge of both although he is much more closely linked with the 
Wilts & Berks.  Come to the AGM and find out more. 

Pat Crabb 
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information for ourselves, particularly if we were retired and not 
particularly computer-literate.  Now I realise that I am glad to be 
relieved of mountains of paper to read and store in files which need 
to be pruned and disposed of.  Anyone can find out what the latest 
news about campaigns and other activities at the head of our 
organisation is by going to www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer/news.  If 
you find you would like to become involved with any of the topics at 
group level, contact your group chairman or secretary.  They are 
likely to welcome new involvement on the group committee.  Groups 
can send two representatives to the area committee, so 
participation there is also possible. 

Mike Hayter is continuing to develop and improve the area website 
www.ramblers-wilts.org.uk and reports that there is an average of 
100 page-hits per day!  It has lots of useful and interesting 
information on walking opportunities for people who don’t want to 
walk with a group. 

Would anybody looking for what’s going on within the Ramblers in 
Wiltshire feel moved to join us based on what they see on the 
website?  Looking at the membership figures which David Trease 
supplies to the area committee, I see a connection between the 
numbers of new members and the way groups present themselves on 
their part of the area website.  My thanks to Mike and the group 
webmasters who work to present us as an organisation worth joining. 

Pat Crabb 

Area Footpath Secretary’s Report 

T here has been the usual steady trickle of path problems, either 
via Central Office or directly from members and the public, to be 

assessed and passed on to Wiltshire Council for appropriate action 
with a copy to the relevant group footpath secretary.  For reporting 
path problems there is now an interactive form on the Wiltshire 
Council website, with a direct link from our Area website which may 
be more convenient to use.  Unfortunately copies cannot be sent to 
footpath secretaries because of data protection legislation.  There is 
now another useful facility on the Wiltshire Council website – the 
‘working copy’ of the Definitive Map (updated monthly) which can be 
accessed to check path names, numbers and grid references. 

mailto:pcrabb19@btinternet.com
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer/news
http://www.ramblers-wilts.org.uk/
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Some path problems with complications that I have been 
progressing include:- 

¶ Purton 104 (Mud Lane): a sunken lane of some antiquity, 
which leads to the scheduled ancient monument of Ringsbury 
Camp.  This lane has been rendered unusable through lack of 
maintenance by the Highway Authority over a 50-year period.  
Recently upgraded to bridleway, there is now a proposal, 
opposed by the Ramblers, to divert the right of way through 
adjoining fields instead of re-opening the obstructed historic 
route, which they say would be very expensive. 

¶ Headington 5: this footpath runs to the side of a brown-field 
site, which has outline planning permission for housing, and is 
proposed to become the access road for the houses.  The 
Ramblers have opposed this. 

¶ South Tidworth: private road through Home Farm has been 
closed to the public, so an MoD contact has arranged for a 
small piece of their land to be dedicated to link bridleways 21 
and 24 to provide a safe route to Bulford and Shipton Bellinger. 

¶ Kilmington 1 (Green Ryde): local farmers’ use of this bridleway 
with farm vehicles is being challenged by a local resident, 
making a very complex issue. 

¶ Marlborough 39: according to the definitive map, this footpath 
runs across the bottom of 12 gardens, but a parallel route in an 
adjoining field has been used for many years.  Proposals for 
diversion of the path away from Manton Mill are causing 
concern to local residents. 

During the past year I have attended two meetings of the Wiltshire & 
Swindon Countryside Access Forum and one of the Swindon RoW 
Liaison Group.  Your area officers have continued the twice-a-year 
liaison meetings with Wiltshire Council’s RoW section where there 
have been useful exchanges of views on a variety of RoW topics. 

Walking for Health has taken off and now has ten groups spread 
across the County.  They meet once a week for an hour’s walk and 
continue to attract a lot of people who are new to walking.  I have 
become one of the trained leaders of the Chippenham group, and can 
commend this as an excellent way to spread the walking message, to 
sell walks books and possibly to recruit new Ramblers’ members. 

continued on page 9 
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Area Treasurer’s Report 
for the Year 01 Oct 2010 to 30 Sep 2011 

1. The attached accounts on a receipts and payments basis were 
prepared on 15th October.  Future accounts will continue to be on a 
receipts and payments basis in line with the requirement from 
Central Office (C.O.) (FIN010 Aug 2011). 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 2010/11 

Income 

2. The main change in income was in that from C.O. (£3305 vs. £4204 
for 2009/10) in response to their request to reduce financing 
requests in view of our end of year balance.  It was attained by our 
foregoing the 4th tranche (£1050) of our approved budget funding. 

Expenditure 

3. Group funding was considerably higher than last year (£2976 cf. 
£1235).  This was mainly brought about by the change in overall 
group budgets of £2705 cf. £2369 for the previous year.  £155 of the 
excess over budget was from payments made under the recruitment 
incentive set in place by C.O.  The funding over budget supplied to 
the following groups in response to their requests: Mid Wilts £100, 
N.E. Wilts £797, West Wilts £160, was compensated by funding 
under budget to S. Wilts of £941 arising from their reduced requests. 

4. The decision not to take up the option of re-establishing the Area 
Newsletter accounted for largest change from budget in the 
reduction of the spend on Newsletters-publicity (budget £500 and 
actual of £99). 

5. Expenditure on Administration and Meetings taken together has 
continued to decrease in line with cost saving measures and 
reduction of work. 

Balance Sheet at 30/09/11 and Statement of Change in Funds for 
2010/11 

The above changes explain why the Area showed a decrease in its 
total fund balances to £2397 from £3416 at 30/09/09, the restricted 
fund remaining at £173.  As mentioned in the financial report for last 
year a reduction in these balances was required. 

Malcolm Walsh, 15 October 2011 
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 ²ŀƭƪ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ лΦлл  лΦлл  

 bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎκtǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ фуΦтр  мупΦфо п 
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LƴŎƻƳŜ       
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Financial Accounts for the year ending 30 September 2011 
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Independent Examiner’s Statement (copy) 

H aving carried out procedures in accordance with the Area and 
Group independent examination Guidelines I consider the 

Wiltshire and Swindon Area accounts to have been properly prepared 
and give a true and fair view of the Area’s finances for the year to 
30th September 2011. 

Signed  D Rawstron  

Date  23.10.10 

 David Rawstron 
 56, Bobbin Lane, Westwood, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire 

Area Membership Secretary’s Report 

T he membership total has decreased 4.2% over the year from 
1400 to 1341, but is better than last year’s decrease of 9.5% 

and this year’s national decrease of 5.6%. 

The only groups to increase their membership were Mid Wilts (by 
one member to 120, 1% increase) and Wiltshire Wanderers (by nine 
to 30, 43% increase).  Chippenham lost 5 members to 190 (2.5%), 
South Wilts lost 10 to 348 (2.8%), North East Wilts lost 23 to 367 
(5.9%), and West Wilts lost 23 to 278 (9.7%).  

The Ramblers membership department is now sending me details of 
changes to membership very promptly each month, sometimes 
within two days, although there are still problems reported by some 
members when altering direct debit instructions. 

David Trease 

.ŀƭŀƴŎŜ {ƘŜŜǘ ŀǘ олǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмм нлмлκмм  нлмл 
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/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ     
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/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƭŜǎǎ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ нофтΦмо  опмсΦор 
      

{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ CǳƴŘǎ нмлмκмм   

   DŜƴ CǳƴŘ wǎǘŘ CǳƴŘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

 !ǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΥ олκлфκнлмл  онпоΦпр мтнΦфл опмсΦор 

 /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ CǳƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ  -млмфΦпн лΦнл -млмфΦнн 

 !ǎ ŀǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ олκлфκнлмм  нннпΦло мтоΦмл нофтΦмо 
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Footpath Working Parties 

G reat credit must go to the stalwarts of our volunteer working 
parties who have put in 1379 hours this year, providing 

invaluable support to the Wiltshire Council RoW wardens in 
maintaining our footpaths and bridleway.  A sincere ‘thank you’ to 
you all for your time and efforts. 

Other statistics which give an indication of the scope of their work: 

paths cleared ........................................ 9.5km 
paths waymarked/surveyed .................. 41km 
stiles ...................................................... 28 
gates ..................................................... 47 
bridges .................................................. 10 
sets of steps .......................................... 3 
fingerposts ............................................ 8 

Alan Roberts 

Wiltshire Council continues to under-fund the RoW maintenance 
budget which has been reduced by 25% over the past two years but 
with no staff losses.  Next year the best that can be anticipated is a 
standstill budget.  With this restriction on public spending it 
becomes more important for greater involvement of parish councils 
and local community groups in care of the path network.  One 
initiative which has worked at Derry Hill (Calne Without parish) is an 
‘Adopt-a-Path’ scheme, whereby local families are allocated specific 
paths by the co-ordinator and check them two or three times a year; 
then either undertake minor maintenance themselves or report for 
action by the RoW warden. 

If the local approach fails then please report the RoW problem(s) to 
Alison Stewart, Wiltshire Council, RoW Section, County Hall, 
Trowbridge, BA14 8JN; email: alison.stewart@wiltshire.gov.uk – 
alternatively notify your group footpath secretary. 

Alan Roberts 

Area Footpath Secretary’s Report 
continued from page 5 
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West Wilts Group 

A  full and varied programme of walks has been undertaken 
throughout the year with walks offered on most Wednesdays 

and Sundays.  Short local walks of around 6 miles appear to be very 
popular on Wednesdays.  We embarked on walking the Cotswold 
Way and to date 3 stages have been completed with an expectation 
that the whole walk will be completed in 2012.  Ros Lomas has 
done a sterling job cajoling and encouraging members to lead walks 
and it is pleasing that new leaders have come forward to take the 
place of a number of stalwarts. 

The major issue for the Committee at the beginning of the year was 
the future printing and publishing of the programme after Wiltshire 
Council declined this service.  Major changes have been made to 
the layout and distribution that includes well over 100 electronic 
copies to members.  The most recent programme was produced on 
4 sides at a print cost of £60.  There is still the opportunity for more 
tinkering and fine tuning of the style and content. 

Associated with the revision of the programme was the creation of a 
gmail (group email) facility for West Wilts Ramblers.  It has proved a 
valued resource to communicate quickly to members, items of news 
and changes to the programme.  If members are not on email then it 
is hoped that this news can be passed on to them by friends 
and neighbours. 

A self-booking walking weekend in Ludlow was held in April.  This 
was attended by 31 members and others.  A trip to Lundy Island 
was enjoyed by 14, sharing dormitories, spending 3 nights in perfect 
tranquillity and just recently a trip to St Davids, Pembrokeshire 
was organised. 

We have had one coach trip this year, to Llanfoist near 
Abergavenny.  The area was suggested by Jenny Hobbs who led 
the longer walk and Angela Womersley stepped in to lead the 
shorter walk.  Only 25 members travelled and regrettably the outing 
made a loss, but this could be set off against the small surplus that 
was made on the coach trip in 2010.  All agreed that the walks were 
superb and it was a very good day out. 

Group Reports 

mailto:alison.stewart@wiltshire.gov.uk
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South Wiltshire Group 

A nother busy and successful year thanks to the hard work of our 
committee, our walk leaders and other volunteers.  Notice by 

our Chairman at the beginning of the year that he would resign at 
the end of the year produced no volunteer as replacement.  The 
Chairman resigned at the recent AGM but we do now have a 
volunteer offering himself as Chairman so all is not lost. 

Walks Programme – a total of 160 weekday and weekend walks, 
varying from 3 to 12 miles in length will have been undertaken by 
the end of the current programme. 

Footpath work 

Our footpath committee met 4 times during the year, during that 
time they discussed 10 possible diversions, 2 possible additions to 
the network and 3 modifications to classifications of rights of way.  
They looked at 18 reported problems.  The reason for this small 
number is due mainly to Wiltshire Council developing their online 
system for the reporting of path problems so that fewer come 
through the Ramblers website.  

The other main part of the work that footpath volunteers carry out 
throughout the year is the practical path maintenance by the Light 

These excursions out of the immediate area of West Wiltshire do 
involve the time, the commitment and enthusiasm of leaders to 
ensure that these outings are memorable for the right reasons. 

The Christmas Lunch was held at the Plough, Bradford Leigh, 
preceded by a 5 mile walk led by Bob Williams.  This was attended 
by 38 members. 

The sales of walk books continue with much enthusiasm by Angela 
Womersley.  Angela continues to represent us on the Wiltshire Area 
Committee.  Mike Wood has continued to lead the working party on 
Tuesdays supporting Paul Millard, the Rights of Way Warden for 
Wiltshire Council. 

Jenny Hobbs joined the committee last year as Membership 
Secretary and Brian Micklam took over the role of Footpath 
Secretary due to the resignation of Sonia Heywood. 

Peter Mundy, chairman 
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Chippenham Group Report 

O n the resignation of Irma Ogbe after several years as 
Chairman, we have been unable to fill this post.  The task of 

chairing our committee meetings has therefore been undertaken by 
members in rotation.  This approach would not have succeeded 
without the contribution of experienced officers.  Unfortunately our 
lack of available energetic members has meant that footpath 
clearance has been spasmodic.  However, excellent work has been 
done by our Footpath Secretary, Judy Hible, with the Area Footpath 
Secretary, Alan Roberts, to solve footpath problems in our area. 

We have successfully completed a programme of 34 walks, only 
one being cancelled due to bad weather.  Our usual Sunday walks 
attracted a reasonable number of walkers, including some visitors.  
However, our efforts to meet Ramblers’ aim that groups offer a 
varied programme was less successful in that numbers on short 
walks, Saturday and evening walks, and family-friendly walks were 
generally low.  We have included in our programme Ramblers’ 
themed walks such as Winter, Midsummer and Woodland Walks. 

During the year we have linked with North Wilts U3A rambling group 
and other Wiltshire Ramblers groups for joint walks (North East 
Wilts) and a coach trip (run by Mid Wilts), and we used several local 
trails such as the Thames Path, the Ridgeway and the Kennet and 
Avon Canal.  In the interests of health and safety we have 
introduced a register which is completed at the start of each walk.  
We were greatly saddened by the death of one of our popular walk 
leaders, Marian Boor, but we celebrated the 90th birthday of another 
leader and committee member, Leslie Baker. 

and Heavy gangs.  During the year the gangs have worked 490 plus 
hours installing 15 gates mostly to replace damaged stiles, erecting 
5 bridges, 2 of these being over 7 metres, building 1 set of 6 steps 
and clearing 3.36 kilometres of paths.  Photographs of work carried 
out can be viewed on the South Wilts website. 

We are currently investigating the possibility of purchasing a 
strimmer and training members in its use in order to increase the 
number of paths that can be cleared. 

Philip Wilson, Group Chairman 
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NE Wilts Group Report 

A t the AGM in November 2010, there were some changes in 
the Group’s officers, so new people have been active during 

the last year. 

Maurice Chandler, footpath secretary, reported to the committee 
further changes in Swindon Borough’s rights of way to remove 
anomalies and to ensure paths through new housing estates are 
maintained.  The working parties, coordinated by Ken Stimson and 
Eddie Bedwell, contributed 414 hours of work clearing vegetation 
from 12.32 km of path, and erecting or repairing 33 stiles and 
8 bridges. 

David Trease has continued to organise the walks programme 
aided by Val Barron, the new short walks co-ordinator.  Together 
they provided 54 short walks, 7 evening walks and 56 all-day 
walks.  The average number of participants on the long walks was 
14, with 20 on the short ones, an average which has been 
increasing annually.  Nine walks used public transport to get to the 
start.  Themed walks this year have been the Gloucestershire 
Way, the D’Arcy Dalton Way, Pewsey Avon Walk and World War 
2 Airfields. 

Membership didn’t increase as much as we had hoped (only 53 
new members) in spite of Jane Baldwin’s continued efforts with 
publicity.  She had taken the display stand to libraries, community 
centres and one-off events including the Old Town Festival and the 
Walk4Life event at Lydiard Park. 

Peter Gallagher, in his new role of walking environment officer, has 
been keeping a watch on planning proposals and making 
objections on our behalf.  These have included the development 

Our programmes have been issued with our newsletter and its 
regular cartoon.  Cartoons have been sold in sets, celebrating the 
Ramblers 70th anniversary.  We have reprinted our first walk book 
“12 Walks around Chippenham” and sales have been steady. 

Given that we have functioned without a leader, we feel we have 
accomplished a successful year. 

Gill Minter, publicity officer  
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between Coate Water country park and Commonhead, an 
expansion of Barbury Shooting School and a proposed Aerial Trail 
at Lydiard Park.  He has also supported national campaigns 
regarding the sell-off of publicly owned forests, paths on agri-
environmental schemes and the lack of progress on a coastal 
access corridor. 

Neil Fuller took on the post of treasurer just after the AGM last year, 
when Carole Marsh resigned, and has kept our financial records 
very professionally. 

The traditional group secretary’s job has been taken on by June 
Jackson who has kept the committee up-to-date with information on 
the Ramblers’ national website. 

Swindon has been added to the towns within Ramblers’ Get 
Walking, Keep Walking campaign and, as a result of a collaboration 
between Swindon Borough and the Ramblers, five of our members 
have been trained to produce descriptions of short walks intended to 
encourage less-active people in the borough to go walking. 

The book 20 Walks around Swindon was checked and reprinted 
with two new walks replacing ones that were no longer available on 
the ground. 

Pat Crabb, chairman 

Mid Wilts Group 

T he group has enjoyed another year of walks and walking, taking 
in a variety of areas both near and far.  As usual, the best 

attended walks are those that take place on a Sunday afternoon, 
near to Devizes, and of a distance of no more than six miles.  Fine 
weather helps too! 

We were also fortunate to be able to join one of our members for a 
week in Pembrokeshire in May, and later for a weekend in the 
Malvern area.  Our annual coach outing swelled in numbers when 
we invited a nearby group to join us – we anticipate repeating this 
again next year, when we plan to base the day in Winchcombe, 
Gloucestershire. 

One of our three programme co-ordinators resigned earlier in the 
year, but we are pleased to say that we have managed to replace 
her, and Sally Webber will produce her first programme in the 
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T he group celebrated its 8th birthday in April 2011 and 
throughout the past year the group has enjoyed many varied 

walks across the width and breadth of the county.  As always new 
leaders are always welcome and every help is given to encourage 
and reassure potential ones. 

By September 2011, our membership stood at 25, a rise from 21 the 
previous year. 

We held our Christmas meal in December 2010 at the Crown Inn, 
Bishops Cannings despite a recent heavy snow-fall and on New 
Year’s day we held a short walk from Calne. 

In May, 8 members of the group enjoyed a relaxing week on a 
walking holiday, organised by ourselves, along Southern half of the 
Offa’s Dyke National Trail and in September 6 members of our 
group went to Menorca for another walking holiday. 

As well as walks on the programme, we have held many, less 
formal, long weekends to places such as North Wales, the Lake 
District, Yorkshire Dales and Porlock in Somerset. 

We have continued to hold on average 3 walks a month with the 
majority of walks starting at 10.30 to give people who travel from 
opposite ends of the county more time to arrive.  We have tried to 
make a pub/café stop a feature on every walk, either half way round 
or at the end in order to give a focus to the walk and to also help 
break the ice. 

In late August I notified everyone of my intention to step down as 
Group Secretary and on 7th September an emergency group 

spring.  Each co-ordinator produces one four-month programme per 
year – an arrangement we find works very well. 

Our membership has increased by 2 this year – we feel quite proud 
of ourselves!  We hope that they, like us, enjoy another year of 
walking activities in Mid-Wilts. 

Valerie Thomas, secretary 
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meeting was held at the Wagon and Horses public house, 
Beckhampton on order to form a committee.  Not enough committee 
members were elected so the decision was made to reform the 
group as a ‘flexi group’ where the area takes a greater role in 
running the group.  A member of our group, Lucy Robins, will 
continue to organise walks for the group. 

I would like to thank all those who have attended walks with our 
group this year, those who have led walks for the group or just 
helped in general. 

Martin Lucas, Group Secretary (to 7 September 2011) 

Directions to Holt Village Hall 

3  miles south-west of Melksham, 2½ miles east of Bradford-on-
Avon, on north side of B3107 opposite The Nation Trust’s ‘The 

Courts’ garden.  Follow signs to Holt.  From The Street, turn in to 
The Midlands to access the Village Hall and car park. 
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